
An Outline Order for the Holy Wine, Blessing and Chastening Ceremonies


 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1An Outline Order of Service for the Holy Wine (Nectar) Ceremony


[The wife should stand on the right; the husband on the left. Any children present should stand next to the husband in order of birth.

This explanation should be given at this stage, and, if deemed appropriate, an brief explanation of the procedure for sharing the glass of Holy Wine.]
A Holy Song may be sung

The minister prays

The minister explains the meaning of the Holy Wine:

God created men and women to become true husbands and wives and to create ideal families through pure and unselfish love. Through a fundamental fault of our own making, we have inherited and passed on, through the generations, less than perfect love - a tradition of selfishness rather than unselfishness.

Knowing this to be the case, intuitively and guided by revelation, people of the world’s religions have sought the path that leads to godliness and perfection; they have shunned evil and had faith in the potential of all humankind to live as God or Nature intended. We have been separated at our root from God’s true love, true life and true lineage; hence the notion arose that we should be ‘reborn’.

Through the Holy Wine Ceremony, we make the spiritual transition from the lineage of false parents to that of True Parents. Through this ceremony, we each are restored conditionally to the position of “original man” and “original woman”, like Adam and Eve before the Fall. [It is the ceremony to remove the original sin which came about through the Fall.]

Both the Holy Wine and the (non-alcoholic) Holy Nectar contain elements that symbolise the love of the True Parents. They symbolise the earth, sea and heaven, and everything in them. We all possess a fallen body that needs to be substituted centring on the love of God. The partaking of the Holy Wine has the meaning of putting the body of God into one’s own body, centring on a new love.

(See “Cheon Seong Gyeong, p1275ff )
Holy Wine Ceremony

 [Gentle music may be played at this stage]

Either the minister or the director should offer instructions as the people follow.

The wife of each couple should receive a cup of Holy Wine or Holy Nectar from the attendants. When you have received the cup, please stand still, facing the forward.

[Include directions for those present without their spouse, with photograph of their spouse]. When all have received the cup the minister will say:

Husbands and wives, face each other....

The wife should drink half of the cup....

The husband should bow to the wife and take the cup with both hands...

The husband should drink the remaining half...

Please return the cup to the attendant.
Please join hands for the benediction

Minister offers benediction
Three Cheers of Eog-Mansei



An Outline Order of Service for the Blessing Ceremony


This order of service is intended to replace the ‘Emcee Script’ which has accompanied instructions for the Blessing. The aim is to provide, through the development of the liturgical element of these ceremonies, greater recognition and explanation of each element and to have the words to provide a more meaningful setting for the simple yet profound aspects of ceremony. [This is a draft and is expected to change.]

It is presented here as suitable for a marriage re-dedication ceremony, where married couples attend and receive the Holy Blessing from True Parents on their marriage and renew their vows.

A ceremony may also include, or involve exclusively, Blessed Couples receiving the 10.14 World Peace Blessing as a ‘new level’ of blessing, or engaged (matched) couples for whom this is their marriage ceremony, or a combination of these different categories. Sections that are optional are indicated by colour and bracketing, and should be included as appropriate.

This is at its heart an ‘interfaith service’ or one to transcend religious differences - the Blessing is for all faiths, all nationalities and also for conscientious people who may not profess to holding any particular faith but who value marriage and family. However, for use in the European context, and with recognition of the historical contribution of Jesus and the Holy Spirit as the guiding spiritual True Parents of the New Testament Age, we have sought to borrow, in some small part, and where appropriate, from the wording within the Christian tradition of marriage and marriage re-dedication, specifically the Alternative Service Book of 1980. 

The World Peace Blessing Ceremony

[Some suitable music may proceed the start of the ceremony.]

The protagonists are: the couples themselves; a minister, guiding the ceremony; an officiating couple; and an optional representative couple, or couples. It may also be suitable to have the assistance of a ‘ceremony director’ to give more practical guidance and instruction, and to offer an introduction to particular individuals.

Introduction
The minister welcomes those present, acknowledges the various participants in the ceremony, gives some informal introduction to explain the context and then invites all who are gathered to invoke God’s presence by singing one song together.

Song

[suggested song: ‘Song of the Banquet’. This could be led or sung by a choir if not know to the majority] – The minister invites the people to stand.

Prayer
The minister then prays.

(The prayer content and ending should be appropriate to the audience - mindful of the variety of faiths represented. A suggested ending would be ‘We pray in our names, Aju!’ It may be helpful to mention in the introduction the meaning of the new term “Aju” and invite people to join in saying it as a unifying express of our desire to reside in God’s presence.)
Prayers and Words from Representatives of Religions

[At this point, where appropriate, representatives of various faiths may be invited to pray, offer a chant, or invoke God’s blessing.]

[music plays]
Attendants enter, or come forward.
Officiators then enter, or come forward

The minister then invites the people to say together:

We stand, as couples, about to receive the extraordinary grace of True Parents’ World Peace Blessing, and ready to reaffirm our wedding vows and our commitment to each other as husband and wife.

Our hearts have responded to this call, and the conscience within us has guided us to renew and strengthen what is most precious to us. May our sincere heart of offering this day contribute to God’s unfailing purpose of having all humankind live as one family, bound together by the virtuous power of unending love.

[This and other key parts of the service can be written on a service sheet, one for each couple]

The minister then invites everyone to sit, and says:

We have come together in the presence of God to give thanks for our years of married life, to ask forgiveness for our shortcomings and to ask for God’s blessing. We have received the unmerited benefit of the Holy Wine to allow us to be born anew as couples.

 “God is love, and those who live in love live in God and God lives in them” (1 John 4:16)

God finds his place of settlement in the pure, true love of a devoted husband and wife and at the centre of a family built on such a tradition of true love. There is no task more sacred than the purification and sanctification of the family. This is the purpose of the Blessing (brought to the world by the True Parents, Rev and Mrs Sun Myung Moon) which bestows upon each union of husband and wife an eternally quality, such as will never see them part, in this life or the next, and furthers the process of grafting into the original lineage. 

At their heart, the world’s religious traditions recognize and uphold the sanctity of marriage, therefore we find written in:

[Here one or more quotes can be selected or others substituted - there is no need to read the references]

¶  ISLAM:

“He has created spouses for you and planted affection and mercy between you.” 
(Qur'an 30.21)
¶  SIKHISM:

“Not those are true husband and wife that with each other [merely] consort: Truly wedded are those that in two frames, are as one light.”

(Adi Granth, Var Suhi, M.3)

¶  CONFUCIANISM: 

“The moral life of man may be likened to travelling to a distant place; one must start from the nearest stage. It may be likened to ascending a height of public responsibility; one must start from the lowest step, one's family”

(Doctrine of the Mean 15.2)
¶  BUDDHISM:

“Supporting one's father and mother, cherishing wife and children and a peaceful occupation; this is the greatest blessing.”

(Sutta Nipata 262)

¶  JUDAISM: 

“Blessed art Thou, O Lord, King of the universe, who created mirth and joy, bridegroom and bride, gladness, jubilation, dancing and delight, love and brotherhood, peace and fellowship.”

(Talmud, Ketubot 8a)

¶  CHRISTIANITY:

“From the beginning of creation 'God made them male and female.' For this reason a `man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.' What therefore God has joined together, let not man put asunder.”

(Mark 10:6-9)

¶  HINDUISM:

“I am He, you are She; I am Song, you are Verse, I am Heaven, you are Earth, We two shall here together dwell, becoming parents of children.”

(Atharva Veda 14.2.71)

Marriage is a gift of God in creation and the means by which His very presence and everlasting love can settle on this earth.
It is given that a husband and wife may comfort and help each other, living faithfully together in times of need as well as in plenty, in sadness and in joy, in sickness and in health; with delight and tenderness they may know each other in love. And for those who have children, it is the foundation of family life in which children may be born and nurtured in accordance with God’s will.

In marriage, a couple belong together and contribute to the community; it is a way of life created and made holy by God that all should honour.

Therefore we pray that all couples gathered here to rededicate their marriage and to connect their union to the cause of peace and harmony in this world may, strengthened and guided by God, continue to fulfil His purpose for their life together.

Holy Water Ceremony

[One or more representative couples may be chosen to receive the sprinkling of Holy Water directly from the officiators]

The minister says a short prayer of blessing over the Holy Water (need not be audible), and then says:

Water is a symbol of life and is essential for life. This Holy Water represents the pure, unstained quality that our lives lack. Water is used in many religious traditions as a means of spiritual cleansing and of repelling evil. Through the sprinkling of this Holy Water  may you receive God’s sanctifying grace, as you bring to the altar your purest and best, may all evil be banished and only the pure intentions of the heart remain.

 [Officials sprinkle the Holy Water on the representative couples.

Holy Water Attendants then sprinkle Holy Water on the Brides and Grooms.

Music can accompany this ceremony which is carried out in silence.]

Affirmation of Wedding Vows

The minister says:

Father Moon has said: “If your heart never gets old, your love will never grow old either. Your life will never be boring and your lineage will endure forever. True love never grows old. It becomes more beautiful as time goes on. With such a heart you will always see your husband as the best-looking man in the world, and he will look at you as the most beautiful woman in the world.”

Each married couple here will have made promises to each other or taken wedding vows according to their respective traditions at the time of their marriage.

I invite you now to recall the vows you made on your wedding day, the promises you made to each other as you set out on the journey of married life.

[Pause for a while as the participants recall these vows.]

“We are born from love, and we grow by receiving love. Each of us is the fruit of our parents’ love and the manifestation of their love. Our parents love us because we are the fruit of their love. Parental love can expand infinitely, producing innumerable fruits. It is the starting point on the road to love between individuals, family love, love for one’s extended family, love for one’s country, love for the world, love for the universe and love for God.”

I now ask you to declare, as couples, the blessing vows that seal your promise to expand your realm of love beyond your own couple and family to be an instrument of peace in this world.

After each vow, please say out loud and with conviction, “We do!”
Do you promise to observe Heavenly Law as an original man and woman; and should you fail, do you promise to take the responsibility for doing so?

We do!
Do you, as an ideal husband and wife, promise to establish a family that will bring joy to God eternally?

We do!
Do you promise to inherit heavenly tradition and, as the eternal parents of goodness, raise up your children to be examples of this standard before the family and the world?

We do!
Do you promise to be the centre of love before the society, nation, world and universe based upon the ideal family?

We do!
Let us now ask God to accept the sincerity of our hearts and seal these promises with his grace and blessing

[These vows need to be checked - are they current? I recall more beautiful wording in past blessings, but I have not sought to alter these.}

Invocation of the Blessing by the Officiators 

Officiators pray (Extemporaneous prayer suitable to the gathering)

The Exchange of Rings
[If representative couples are present, they receive their rings from the officiators first.]

[Music]

The ministers says:

The wedding rings that we now are about to exchange are symbols of unending and unchanging love and of the covenant made on your wedding day.

[Representative couples exchange rings as the minister says:]

These rings symbolize the exclusive, true love that a husband has for his wife, and a wife for her husband.

 “True love is love which desires to give and give again, and then forgets that it has done so. The source of this true love in none other than God, who cares for His creation with that love. We were all created to resemble His nature in this regard. This true love is more precious than anything else. For it is true love, and not anything else, that brings the realization of true selves, true families, and a true world of peace.”

Husbands and wives may now face each other and exchange rings

[All couples face the officiators]

Proclamation of the Holy Blessing

The Officiators proclaim the Holy Blessing [including title, place and date]

The minister then says:

With this joyous declaration, the accomplishment of the [title of blessing ceremony] has been proclaimed before Heaven and Earth. Let us all join in expressing our heartfelt joy and appreciation through our wholehearted applause.

[Everyone applauds]

True Parents accepted, and are faithfully carrying out, this mission of bringing the Holy Blessing to all people of the world, to reinstate proper order in this world and realise the fruits of true love that should have been our natural state had our first ancestors not lost their position and status as God’s true son and daughter. The True Parents had to win the authority to give this Blessing through surmounting many levels of trial and difficulty, themselves gaining the voluntary submission of God’s enemy through the exercise of true love.

 One couple, [names], will now symbolically offer flowers to the True Parents of Heaven and Earth as an expression of our gratitude, received today on their behalf by the officiators.

Minister:

Please be seated

I invite [name] to give a congratulatory message to all the couples.

[Congratulatory song may be offered]

Minister:

I invite you all to offer a standing bow to the officiators.

Now let us join together in a traditional three-fold cheer, to be led by [name]

Three Cheers of ‘Og Mansei’, which has the meaning of sealing this victorious moment ‘for eternity’.

[music]

[Officiators leave, or return to seats; the ceremony is concluded.]



The Chastening Ceremony



We do not presume to come to this Blessing ceremony as ones who are worthy; we have all sinned and fallen short of the glory of God. Moreover, each one of us is the fruit of a lineage that in all cases must contain, to some degree or another, the shameful treatment of women by men, and also of men by women.

To acknowledge this fact, and to symbolically cleanse this historical sin between men and women, by God’s grace we participate in this Chastening Ceremony so that we may stand at the open door of God’s forgiveness and grace.

In this ceremony, the husband may strike the wife three times on the shoulder, from a position representing God.

[Husband strikes three times]
And now the wife may strike the husband three times on the shoulder, from a position representing God.

[Wife strikes three times]
With this we leave behind this sorry history of violence between men and women, once and for all. We determine ourselves to begin new lives of pure love, and to view each other as the son or daughter of God with the same respect as we hold for God Himself. 

Minister prays:

End of Chastening Ceremony

� Sun Myung Moon (Way of God’s Will 1.8)


� Sun Myung Moon, 298:307, March 19,1999


� From “True Self, True Family and True World through True Love.”










