WORLD PEACE BLESSING BROMLEY  23RD JANUARY 2011
Order of Service 
(Led by David Hanna (DH) and Mitty Tohma (MT))
[Background Music] 
Introduction
DH:   Welcomes those present, acknowledges the various participants in the ceremony, gives some informal introduction to explain the context of the Ceremony. Announces the choir.   [Obtain list of dignitaries, countries, etc]
Song: 
Choir  
MT: invites the people to stand and introduces:
Opening Prayer  -  Tina Coombs – WFWP Europe  
MT: please be seated. Welcomes Tim Miller, European Vice-President UPF
Blessing Address -    Tim Miller 
Prayers for the Assembled Couples from Different Religious Traditions: 

(All come to stage and stand in arc or line – step forward one by one to podium)
DH:  Thanks speaker(s)

Introduces Representatives of the World’s Religions one by one.
2 minutes each 

Christianity  Rev. Paul Njagi  (Methodist Minister from Kenya studying in B’ham)


Hinduism     Ms. Dina Mandalia  (lecturer on Hindu customs and culture) 

Sikhism 
Mr. Kuldip Ubhi     (Gen. Sec. Namdhari Sikh Community B’ham)

Islam 
Imam Dr. Hojjat Ramzy  (recommended by UPF UK)  



Judaism
Mr. Rony Smolar (Vice President European Jewish Congress 2007-10)
DH: Asks all to stand and Welcomes the Officiators  

MUSIC - 1
Entrance of the Officiators -  Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Yong Cheol Song 


MT: Invites 7 representative couples to the stage and introduces the Holy Water Ceremony 
As we prepare for the Holy Water Ceremony, would the Representative Couples please come to the stage. 
Begin MUSIC – 2
All of you who are participating today stand as couples about to receive the extraordinary grace of True Parents’ World Peace Blessing, ready to reaffirm your wedding vows and your commitment to each other as husband and wife.

Your hearts have responded to this call, and the conscience within you has guided you to renew and strengthen what is most precious to you. May your sincere heart of offering this day contribute to God’s unfailing purpose of having all humankind live as one family, bound together by the virtuous power of unending love.
Holy Water Ceremony     
Water is essential for life and represents the pure, unstained quality that our lives lack. Water is used in many religious traditions as a means of spiritual cleansing and of repelling evil. Through the sprinkling of this Holy Water may you receive God’s sanctifying grace, as you bring Him your purified heart, mind and body.
[Officials sprinkle the Holy Water on the representative couples.

Holy Water Attendants then sprinkle Holy Water on the Brides and Grooms.

Music can accompany this ceremony which is carried out in silence.]

Music fades out

DH:  [Explains that the Officiators will read the Blessing Vows and that all participants should respond after each vow by say ‘Yes’ in a loud response.]
Each married couple here will have made promises to each other or taken wedding vows according to their respective traditions at the time of their marriage.

I invite you now to recall the vows you made on your wedding day, the promises you made to each other as you set out on the journey of married life. 
[Pause for a while as the participants recall these vows.]

I now ask you to declare, as couples, the blessing vows that seal your promise to expand your realm of love beyond your own couple and family to be an instrument of peace in this world.

After each vow, please say out loud and with conviction, “We do!”
DH: Invites the Officiators to lead the:
Affirmation of Blessing Vows

The Officiators read the vows one by one and couples respond
(Technician prepares the video projection)
Do you promise to observe Heavenly Law as an original man and woman; and should you fail, do you promise to take the responsibility for doing so?

We do!

Do you, as an ideal husband and wife, promise to establish a family that will bring joy to God eternally?

We do!
Do you promise to inherit heavenly tradition and, as the eternal parents of goodness, raise up your children to be examples of this standard before the family and the world?

We do!
Do you promise to be the centre of love before the society, nation, world and universe based upon the ideal family?

We do!
Let us now ask God to accept the sincerity of our hearts and seal these promises with his grace and blessing

DH:  Please remain standing.
We are going to view True Parents, Rev and Mrs Moon’s Invocation of the Blessing given in Korea, as a prayer for this ceremony. 
Invocation of the Blessing  - True Parents  

The Exchange of Rings
MT:  We will now have the exchange of rings: [Introduces and calls one couple forward (from the 7 on stage)]:
MUSIC - 3
The representative couple will receive their rings from the officiators first.
MT:
The wedding rings that we now are about to exchange are symbols of unending and unchanging love, the exclusive love that a husband has for his wife, and a wife for her husband.

Husbands and wives may now face each other and exchange rings (explain the order wife to husband and husband to wife) 
DH: 
I invite all couples to face the officiators for the
Proclamation of the Holy Blessing

[The Officiators proclaim the Holy Blessing]
DH:
With this joyous declaration, the accomplishment of the World Peace Blessing has been proclaimed before Heaven and Earth. Let us all join in expressing our heartfelt joy and appreciation through our wholehearted applause.

[Everyone applauds]

Please be seated 

Presentation of Bouquets to Officiators representing True Parents  

DH: 
Name of couple from ….. will now offer flowers as an expression of our gratitude to the Officiators representing True Parents, Rev and Mrs Sun Myung Moon. 

(MC check that Officiators have found their chairs on stage and are seated)
Congratulatory Addresses:  (4 minutes each) 
MT: 
It is now my privilege to invite to the stage several distinguished representatives to offer a congratulatory address:
Mr Edwin Shuker,  Vice President World Sephardic Congress


Dr. Gabriela Rezk-Gavrilia  (Facial surgeon from Romania)   





Lord Tarsem King
Patron of UPF UK 
Couples Greeting to True Parents  
DH: Please rise.
I invite you all to offer a standing bow to the officiators representing True Parents, Father and Mother Moon.

Three cheers of Eog Mansei  (led by MT and DH)
DH:  Finally, let us seal this historic moment with our sincere pledge and determination to live by our commitments made today. Let us join in making three celebratory cheers of “Eog Mansei” a traditional Korean expression meaning ……
1. In gratitude to God for His gift of true love
2. In gratitude to True Parents for their heart to bring peace through true families

3. To celebrate this World Peace Blessing on 23rd January 2011
· To Almighty God of Heaven and Earth

· For True Parents and True Families

· For Universal Peace; One Family Under God
MUSIC - 4
Officiators leave the stage while all applaud.
Official end to ceremony – now some entertainment from choir and band to celebrate

Thanks to those who joined for the evening – invitation for participants to move to the banquet hall via the corridor.
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